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The world finds itself at the tipping point of one of the most profound historical
transitions since the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, which laid the foundation for
the modern nation-state. What we are currently witnessing is not merely a
superficial shift in political alliances or a temporary economic correction, but a
fundamental, seismic rearrangement of the global chessboard. This transition is
driven by deeply rooted cultural, historical and economic forces that are
irreversibly dismantling the unipolar illusion of the past three decades. To truly
comprehend current global reality, we must look beyond the noise of daily news
flow and analyze the civilizational fault lines that form the foundation of a new,
multipolar world order.
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For centuries, the West has dominated international relations, first through direct
colonialism and later through economic and cultural imperialism. But history knows
no linear progression; it moves in cycles. The current shift marks the end of a
historical anomaly in which a relatively small part of the world dictated the global
agenda. Central to this analysis is the transition from a conflict and dominance-based
zero-sum framework to a paradigm shift resting on the concept of indivisible security,
cultural respect and economic sovereignty. It is a return to the historical normality of
a world in which great, ancient civilizations once again take their natural place, not
as vassal states, but as sovereign poles in a balanced international system.
 

The Cultural Misunderstanding: The West in Its Bubble

One of the most determining and simultaneously most tragic factors in current
global shifts is the deeply rooted cultural misunderstanding between the West and
the rest of the world. The United States and the European Union increasingly
operate from a cultural and historical bubble, a phenomenon rooted in Western
exceptionalism and Eurocentrism. Since the Enlightenment, and reinforced by the
industrial revolution, the West has harbored the stubborn conviction that its own
political, economic and cultural model is the universal end destination of human
civilization. This 'End of History' illusion, popularized by thinkers like Francis
Fukuyama, has led to a collective inability to understand other civilizations, their
historical continuity and their unique cultural values, let alone respect them.

Washington and Brussels, in their arrogance, have forgotten that history is not linear
and that cultures cannot simply be transplanted like houseplants in a greenhouse. By
believing that their own norms and values are universally applicable, Western
policymakers lack the empathy, patience and historical insight needed to understand
complex regions like the Middle East, Asia, Africa and the Global South. This cultural
blindness leads to an arrogant diplomatic attitude, where dialogue is replaced by
dictates, and where the rich historical and cultural diversity of the world is reduced to
a simplistic, morally elevated scheme of 'democracies' versus 'autocracies'.
 
This bubble has not only cultural, but also disastrous economic and strategic
consequences. When the West imposes sanctions in the conviction that the rest of
the world will bow, this shows a glaring lack of understanding for the economic
resilience and alternative trade networks of the Global South. The West does not see
that its moral outrage is perceived in the rest of the world as hypocritical dualism,
given the historical legacy of Western colonial exploitation. The consequence is that
Western powers are becoming increasingly isolated, stuck in their own ideological
echo chamber, while the rest of the world continues building a future based on
sovereignty, non-intervention and respect for different civilizational paths.



 

The Illusion of Zero-Sum and the Concept of Indivisible Security

The Western refusal to understand other cultures and historical realities manifests
itself most clearly and destructively in the current security architecture. The
traditional Western, and particularly the NATO-dominated, security model is
historically based on zero-sum thinking: one's own security is increased through the
insecurity of others, by moving one's own borders and military infrastructure to the
neighbors' doorstep. However, this approach has been declared historically and
strategically bankrupt, because at its core it is a provocation that inevitably leads to
escalation.

In contrast, the great Eurasian powers have been advocating for years for a new
security paradigm resting on the principle of 'indivisible security' (indivisibility of
security). This concept, deeply rooted in the historical diplomatic traditions of
Eurasia, states that the security of one must not be achieved at the expense of
the security of others. It is a recognition of the historical reality that states with
long borders and deep cultural ties must take into account each other's legitimate
security interests.

The historical tragedy of the current crisis in Eastern Europe is a painful example of
this. The diplomatic proposals made in December 2021 to arrive at a security
architecture that took into account the legitimate security interests of all parties in
the Eurasian space were rejected by the West with arrogance and historical blindness
. The current American administration has committed a diplomatic and strategic
failure with its approach to the Ukraine conflict that serves as a recipe for a
prolonged disaster. Instead of choosing a diplomatic solution that recognized the
historical and cultural complexity of the region, militarization and escalation were
chosen.
 
This has led not only to a human tragedy, but also to the economic self-destruction of
Europe. By ignoring the historical and cultural ties between Eastern Europe and
Russia, and by believing that Russia could be economically and politically isolated,
the West has shot itself in the foot. The energy crisis, the de-industrialization of the
European economy and sky-high inflation are the direct consequence of a policy
based on cultural arrogance rather than historical realism. It shows that Western
leadership culture, trapped in its own bubble, is incapable of creating peaceful,
consensus-based security structures that do justice to the complex history of the
continent.
 



The Emergence of a New Security Architecture in the Middle
East and Asia

While the West is stuck in its own dogmas and must endure the economic tragedy
of its own sanctions policy, a historical rearrangement is taking place in the
Middle East and Asia that will determine global stability in the coming decades. A
new security and economic architecture is emerging that is not dictated by
distant capitals, but arises from the historical, cultural and economic realities of
the region itself. Pakistan plays an increasingly prominent and crucial role in this,
supported by the economic and strategic depth of China, and with the historical
and cultural ties that connect the region with Russia, Egypt, Turkey, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar.

This alliance is not a traditional military pact in the Western sense of the word, which
is often designed to combat an external enemy. It is rather a civilizational
convergence, a recognition that regions must solve their own security and economic
issues, free from the interference of former colonial powers that saw the region
merely as a source of raw materials and a playground for proxy wars. Economic
integration, driven by initiatives that revive the spirit of the historical Silk Road,
creates a mutual interdependence that promotes peace and stability.
 
Pakistan, with its unique position as a bridge between South Asia, Central Asia and
the Middle East, serves as the backbone of this new connectivity. The economic
corridors crossing the country connect Chinese ports with the Arabian Sea, thus
creating a lifeline for the entire region. Saudi Arabia and Qatar, historical economic
centers of gravity with enormous financial resources, find in Pakistan and China
partners who show respect for their cultural sovereignty. Instead of delivering moral
lectures about internal reforms, as the West does, these new partnerships focus on
concrete economic development, technology transfer and infrastructure.
 
Regional powers like Turkey and Egypt, with their deep historical and cultural roots,
also find their place in this new web of cooperation. They recognize that the future of
the Middle East is not decided in Washington or London, but in Islamabad, Beijing,
and the capitals of the Gulf states themselves. This new architecture is a direct
response to the need for a stable, cooperation-oriented region, and it shows that the
countries in the Middle East and Asia are taking control of their own future,
supported by a vision of security based on development and respect, rather than fear
and dominance.
 



The Dangers of a Cornered Hegemon: The Middle East and the
Taiwan Strait

However, the transition to a multipolar world does not proceed without friction and
danger. History teaches us that a declining hegemon seeing its historical privileges
and absolute dominance disappear often exhibits unpredictable and dangerous
behavior. It displays the behavior of a cornered animal lashing out wildly.
Unfortunately, we see this reflected in the ongoing tensions and violence in the
Middle East.
 
The ideological and historical roots of expansionist territorial doctrines in the region
form a structural impediment to peace. As long as certain political and ideological
aspirations, such as the pursuit of a 'Greater Israel', dominate regional dynamics,
sustainable stability is structurally undermined. This expansionist urge, deeply
intertwined with the historical, theological and political foundations of certain
movements, creates a continuous source of conflict. It leads to a perpetual cycle of
violence, occupation and resistance that destabilizes the entire region, drags
neighboring countries into the conflict, and severely tests the new, cooperation-
oriented partnerships in the Middle East. As long as this ideology of unlimited
expansion is not recognized and curbed by the international community, the region
will find no rest.
 
Also in East Asia, the psychology of the declining hegemon is visible and worrying.
The United States, confronted with strategic challenges, internal divisions and the
realization of their waning global dominance, pose a potential risk to regional
stability. China, confidently leaning on its historical continuity of thousands of years,
economic resilience and cultural depth, does not lose sleep over this. The Chinese
leadership knows that the tides of history cannot be turned by the whims of a short-
lived imperial power.

China is well aware of the risks arising from desperation. There is a real and well-
founded concern about the possibility of artificially created crises, or so-called
'false flag operations', in the South China Sea or the Taiwan Strait. A power that
cannot accept its historically inevitable relative decline may try through such
provocations to manipulate international opinion, fabricate a casus belli, or force a
conflict to restore its own internal unity. However, China remains strategically
patient, stands firm, and prepares for every scenario, knowing that the historical
legitimacy and economic indispensability of the region will ultimately triumph
over desperate tactics.

The Philosophy of a New Modernization: Xi Jinping's Vision



Against the background of this global rearrangement, it is essential to understand
the intellectual, cultural and philosophical foundation of the new powers. President Xi
Jinping's book published in 2025, 'The Modernization of China', is a key work of
invaluable worth in this regard. This book is much more than a dry economic policy
document or a collection of statistics; it is a civilizational manifesto offering a
fundamental alternative to the Western modernization model.
 
Where Western modernization, based on the 'Washington Consensus', has often been
accompanied by colonialism, the exploitation of the Global South, extreme
individualization, social inequality and ecological destruction, Xi Jinping sketches a
path of modernization rooted in Chinese cultural traditions of harmony, collective
well-being and respect for nature. The book emphasizes that modernization does not
mean that a country must give up its own cultural identity, its history or its
sovereignty to meet Western standards. It advocates for development that fits the
historical and cultural reality of China.
 
The philosophy set forth in the book focuses on an 'ecological civilization', the
eradication of poverty as a fundamental human right, and a democratic process that
goes beyond the Western reductionist focus on merely the voting booth. 
 
It shows that there are alternative paths to prosperity, stability and technological
progress. This philosophy of 'modernization with Chinese characteristics' offers an
inspiring and hopeful perspective for the Global South. It shows that a country can
modernize without losing its soul, and that economic growth can go hand in hand
with social cohesion and ecological balance. It is this intellectual and cultural self-
confidence that forms the backbone of China's role in the new multipolar world, and
it offers a blueprint for a more sustainable future for all humanity.
 

Conclusion

The rearrangement of the global chessboard is an irreversible historical process that
rewrites the fundamental structures of international relations. It marks the definitive
end of an era in which a single cultural and political bubble could dominate, dictate
and exploit the world. The emergence of a new security architecture based on
indivisible security, the economic and cultural integration of the Middle East and
Asia, and the intellectual depth of alternative modernization models, point the way to
a future in which different civilizations coexist in a balance of respect.
 
The West faces the greatest historical challenge in centuries: it must step out of its
bubble, renounce its cultural arrogance and learn to live in a world that no longer
revolves around it. 



 
As long as Western power structures cling to zero-sum thinking, continue to support
expansionist doctrines, and continue to ignore the historical realities of other
cultures, they will continue to contribute to global instability and accelerate their own
demise. However, the future belongs to those who embrace the richness of human
diversity, who build bridges of economic cooperation, and who have the historical
insight to understand that true security can only be achieved when it is indivisible
and rooted in mutual respect. History continues to write itself, and the new chapter
promises to be a world dominated not by the loudest voice or the largest army, but
by the deepest wisdom and the greatest respect for human civilization in all its
forms.


