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Economic Warfare in Disguise: The 20th sanctions package specifically targets
the energy sector that fuels the Russian war effort. It introduces a comprehensive
set of 36 designations covering the exploration, extraction, refining, and
transportation of oil. The EU is also tightening restrictions on "third countries" to
prevent Russia from circumventing existing embargoes on shipping, port access,
and trade. Whether these measures will achieve their objective of "crippling" the
Russian economy is debatable, as previous rounds have had a limited detrimental
impact. Russia has maintained a robust economic performance by finding
alternative markets in Asia, and the soaring price of crude oil has provided an
additional boost.

However, the belligerent intention behind this new round is now stated with
unprecedented determination. The European Union's latest economic measures
against Russia expose a far more direct belligerent intent than the bloc’s official
statements admit. On April 23, 2026, the EU announced its 20th round of
sanctions against Russia, a package described as "multi-layered" and the biggest
set of restrictive measures in two years. While Brussels frames these sanctions as
support for Ukraine to "deter Russian aggression," the scope and timing of the
measures, combined with related military developments, suggest an integral war
strategy designed to cripple Russia’s economy in conjunction with a heightened
military threat.

Unlocking Massive Military Aid for Ukraine

The sanctions were unveiled in tandem with the final approval of a €90 billion loan to
Ukraine, which had been blocked by Hungary since December but was cleared after a
recent political shift in Budapest. Two-thirds of the loan—€60 billion—is earmarked
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for defense industrial capacities, including the procurement of defense products from
EU and partner industries. The first tranche of €45 billion is expected to be disbursed
within weeks, with Ursula von der Leyen stating that it would be used to increase the
production of aerial combat drones. Kaja Kallas, the EU’s foreign policy chief,
confirmed the dual-track strategy, stating: "Today we have broken the deadlock. On
top of the €90-billion loan for Ukraine, we have also adopted the 20th sanctions
package".

Deepening Military Coordination and Drone Strikes

The economic measures are designed to reinforce damage inflicted by military
means. The Kiev regime has intensified deep air strikes on Russian energy and
industrial infrastructure, with clear assistance from NATO expertise. A drone strike on
an industrial facility in Novokuybyshevsk in the Samara region, nearly 1,000
kilometers from the Ukrainian border, killed at least one person and damaged a
Rosneft-owned petrochemical plant. Such strikes, occurring far from the front lines,
are intended to maximize the impact of the sanctions by directly targeting Russia’s
industrial base.

Raising the Nuclear Stakes

Other developments this week have escalated the confrontation to even more
sinister levels. French President Emmanuel Macron and Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk discussed joint nuclear exercises during a bilateral summit in Gdansk, with
Macron suggesting that French warplanes carrying nuclear warheads could be
deployed to Poland. Tusk acknowledged the gravity of the situation, noting that while
having "Rafales with atomic bombs above Poland is not my dream, we live in a world
in which we need nuclear dissuasion capacities".

A Plan to Blockade Kaliningrad

In another provocative move, Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Grushko
claimed that NATO is practicing scenarios for a naval blockade and seizure of the
Kaliningrad region during exercises led by the UK-led Joint Expeditionary Force.
Kaliningrad, a heavily militarized Russian exclave located between Poland and
Lithuania, has long been viewed as a potential flashpoint in a broader NATO-Russia
confrontation.

The Real Cost of War

Despite EU claims of seeking a "just and lasting peace," the real purpose of the €90
billion loan is to escalate a war that European citizens will be paying for through



decades of indebtedness. The economic sanctions have become war measures,
aimed at maximizing the impact of military strikes. As the EU and NATO accuse
Russia of not wanting peace, it is the Western alliance that continues to ramp up its
war effort while telling barefaced lies about its intentions. The people can make their
own minds up about who the true aggressors are, but the evidence points to a NATO
that is at war with Russia and is not genuinely interested in negotiations.

EU Sanctions overview

The demographic data of the European Union show a densely populated, culturally
diverse union of 27 member states with just over 450 million inhabitants. In 2026,
the world population will reach approximately 8.3 billion. The EU represents 5.4% of
the world population. Europe's arrogance knows no bounds. They are world
champions at imposing sanctions, they confiscate bank accounts, they obstruct the
free movement of oil and gas tankers in international waters. Newspapers, websites,
and TV channels are no longer accessible. They disregard international conventions;
the list is endless.

Afghanistan

Restrictive measures imposed regarding the Taliban

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Restrictive measures given the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Burundi

Restrictive measures given the situation in Burundi

Central African Republic

Restrictive measures given the situation in the Central African Republic

China

Specific restrictive measures regarding the events during the Tiananmen Square
protests in 1989



Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK - North Korea)

Restrictive measures regarding the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

Democratic Republic of Congo

Restrictive measures given the situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Guatemala

Restrictive measures given the situation in Guatemala

Guinea

Restrictive measures given the situation in Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Restrictive measures given the situation in Guinea-Bissau

Haiti

Restrictive measures given the situation in Haiti

Prohibiting compliance of certain claims by the Haitian authorities
Human Rights

Restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses

Iran
Restrictive measures regarding serious human rights violations in Iran (HR)

Restrictive measures regarding the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD)

Restrictive measures in view of Iran's military support for the Russian war of
aggression against Ukraine and for armed groups and entities in the Middle East and
the Red Sea region (UAV)



Iraq

Restrictive measures regarding Iraq

Lebanon

Restrictive measures regarding UN Security Council Resolution 1701 (2006) on
Lebanon

Restrictive measures regarding the terrorist bombing of 14 February 2005 in Beirut,
Lebanon

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Lebanon

Libya

Prohibiting the granting of certain claims regarding transactions prohibited by UN
Security Council Resolution 883 (1993) and related resolutions

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya

Mali

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Mali

Moldova

Restrictive measures regarding the campaign against schools with Latin script in the
Transnistria region

Montenegro

Prohibition on compliance with certain demands regarding transactions prohibited by
UN Security Council Resolution 757 (1992) and related resolutions

Myanmar (Burma)

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Myanmar/Burma

Nicaragua



Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Nicaragua

Niger

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Niger

Russia
Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Russia (HR)
Restrictive measures in view of the destabilizing activities of Russia (Hybrid)

Restrictive measures in view of the actions of Russia Destabilizing measures in
Ukraine (sectoral restrictive measures) (Economic)

Serbia

Prohibition on compliance with certain demands with regard to transactions
prohibited by UN Security Council Resolution 757 (1992) and related resolutions

Somalia

Restrictive measures in view of the situation in Somalia

Syria
Restrictive measures against Syria

Restrictive measures in connection with the terrorist bombing of 14 February 2005 in
Beirut,

Lebanon
Terrorism
Specific measures to combat terrorism

Restrictive measures against those who support, facilitate, or enable violent actions
of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad

Restrictive measures regarding ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaeda (ISIL/Daesh & Al-Qaeda)



Tunisia
Embezzlement of state funds Funds of Tunisia (MSF)
Turkey

Restrictive measures in connection with Turkey's unauthorized drilling activities in
the eastern Mediterranean

Ukraine

Restrictive measures following the illegal recognition, occupation, or annexation by
the Russian Federation of certain non-government controlled territories territories of
Ukraine (Oblasts)

Embezzlement of state funds from Ukraine (MSF)

Restrictive measures regarding actions that undermine or threaten the territorial
integrity, sovereignty, and independence of Ukraine (Territorial integrity)

Restrictive measures in response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol
(Crimea)

United States

Measures to protect against the consequences of the extraterritorial application of
certain legislation adopted by the US

Venezuela

Restrictive measures in connection

Source: https://sanctionsmap.eu/#/main
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